


‘Do the best you can unul you know beuer. Then when you know better, do better.’ 


Country 


bi 





— Maya Angelou 


Journal 


Devoted to the Needs of the Hilltowns 


Becket, Blandford, Chester, Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Huntington, 
Middlefield, Montgomery, Otis, Plainfield, Russell, Sandisfield, Westhampton, Williamsburg, Worthington 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


alauiAocolbnalautgolbbuated MAbbyl-\'Aotey en] 





February 18, 2021 





I Vol. 42, No. 43 I 75¢ 


NEW FRIENDS 





Chester 
worker Jason Ellershaw, left, and 
Officer Andre Quieroga from the 


Massachusetts Environmental 
Police helped save an owl with 
a broken wing along Route 20 in 
Chester on Wednesday, Feb. 10. 
Jason Ellershaw wrapped the owl 
in a blanket to keep it warm and 
sat with it for two hours while 
waiting for the Environmental 
Police to arrive. More information 
about the owl available on page 7. 

Submitted photos by Jason Ellershaw 





WESTHAMPTON 


By Shelby Macri 


Residents have sever- 
al more chances to attend 
information sessions for the 
new Public Safety Complex 
before voting at Special 
Town meeting for authori- 
zation for the construction 
of the project on Saturday, 
Feb; 27. 

The Safety Complex 
Building Committee is offer- 
ing informational meetings 
in the weeks leading up to 
the STM to give residents all 
the information they need to 
make a vote and minimize 
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safety complex set for Feb. 27 vote 





From left; Assistant Fire Chief Steve Holt, Selectman Philip Dowling, and Art Pichette present 
plans for a new Public Safety Complex during an informational meeting at the Town Hall on 


Monday, Feb. 15. 


Photo by Shelby Macri 





GATEWAY 


High school 


By Shelby Macri 


The Gateway School 
Committee approved the par- 
ticipation for student athletes 
in a new Fall Two season, 
which will start on March 1 
at the committee meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 10. 

The Fall Two season 
will take place from Mar. 1 
to Apr. 25, this season will 
include winter sports that 





basketball, hockey get second chance 


weren’t able to partici- 
pate in their usually sea- 
son dates. The sports taking 
part in this newly proposed 
season include basketball 
and the hockey co-op with 
Southwick, since these sports 
lost over 50% of their season 
due to Gateway being remote. 

“This item is about the 
Fall Two season, recent- 
ly presented to schools 
that I strongly support.” 
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Superintendent David Hopson 
said. “I recommend that the 
school committee accepts this 
proposal for the season which 
will be held at a different 
time.” 

The new seasons is a 
good opportunity for student 
athletes who missed out on 
playing their sport this past 
year. It will take place as long 
as the school is in a hybrid 
learning model; once it’s 


deemed safe enough to have 
students back to in-person 
learning, itll be safe enough 
to allow students back to 
sports. 

This idea of cancel- 
ling sports while students 
are remote caused a discus- 
sion at the meeting, asking 
if sports can be untied from 
the schools remote or hybrid 
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CHESTER 
Plan to improve 
water accepted 


By Peter Spotts 


The Selectboard has accepted a 
21-step strategic plan to improve town 
water, assuming funds can be found to 
pay for it all. The plan was created by 
Richard Gullick, of Water Compliance 
Solutions LLC. 

Former Selectman James 
Higby helped create the town Water 
Improvement Committee, which hired 
Gullick two years ago, and has been 
working with Gullick to identify 
issues and solutions for town water. 
Gullick presented the plan he crafted 
to address three the economy, efficien- 
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BECKET 


Passionate debate 
continues hearing 


By Peter Spotts 


Tension was high as the contin- 
uation for Tetrahydra Agtek LLC’s 
proposed marijuana cultivation facil- 
ity at 509 Quarry Road was contin- 
ued for the second straight month after 
a lengthy discussion on Wednesday, 
Feb. 10. Nearly 70 people attended the 
Planning Board’s Zoom call. 

The meeting opened with property 
owners, Adrienne and Josh Metcalf, 
making an impassioned statement 
about their family’s town history and 
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BLANDFORD 


Designers eye 
Town Commons 


By Mary Kronholm 


Last Thursday, Feb. 11, several res- 
idents noticed a good-sized group of 
people walking along Main and North 
Streets early in the day. Of course, a 
dozen or so people walking the area 
with road conditions not particularly 
conducive to foot traffic would be a 
curiosity. The alert was out on social 
media almost immediately. 

The group included Town 
Administrator Joshua A. Garcia and 11 
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otars could be aligning for East-West rail project 


By Michael Harrison 


One day, two college buddies 
caught up while wrangling luggage from 
a plane in Gary, Indiana. Chances are, 
neither thought the vicissitudes of life 
would lead one of them to a place on the 
world’s stage before his 40th birthday. 

The plane they unloaded carried the 
belongings of then-presidential candi- 
date and first-term U.S. Senator Barack 
Obama and his campaign staff. Eric 
Lesser, a campaign aide who went on 
to serve in the White House as special 
assistant to David Axelrod, Obama’s 
chief advisor, had let his good friend 
‘Pete,’ a native of South Bend, Indiana, 
know he would be in the Hoosier state 
and maybe they could spend some time 
together. 

Perhaps the two former Harvard 
students grabbed dinner or a beer later. 
Friends for life at that point, they still 
get together when they can. Or, Pete 
being Pete, he may have used all the free 
time he had that day helping his old pal 
unload that plane. Even if that bit of triv- 
ia 1s confined to the dustbin of history, 
it’s wholly inconsequential compared to 
how their lives would continue to inter- 
sect. 

Lesser, a state senator represent- 
ing the Ist Hampden and Hampshire 
District — including Ludlow, Wilbraham, 
Hampden, East Longmeadow, 
Longmeadow, Granby, Belchertown, and 
parts of Chicopee and Springfield — is 
no stranger to Pete’s new boss, President 
Joe Biden. 

Pete — Pete Buttigieg, a.k.a. Mayor 
Pete — started to make his name as the 
second youngest mayor in South Bend 
history at age 29 in 2012, and later as 
a rival to Biden in the 2020 primaries. 
He now serves in Biden’s cabinet as 
Secretary of Transportation. 

For Lesser, who’s passionate about 
the proposed East-West passenger rail 
line from Boston to Pittsfield with depots 
in Chester, Springfield, and Palmer, it 
might not hurt to have friends in high 
places. 


How they met? Taking a ‘brain break’ 

They spent only one year as school- 
mates, though Lesser and Buttigieg 
probably would have become friends 
regardless of how they met. Both have 
an enduring intellectual curiosity, are 
service-minded, and can talk poli- 
cy like others talk sports. Still, when 
they met, one was getting his feet wet in 
Cambridge while the other was preparing 
for post-grad life. 

“T was a freshman and he was a 
senior at the time,’ Lesser said. “I would 
describe him as a bit of a big man on 
campus. He was president of the Institute 
of Politics, which was kind of the youth 
political center at Harvard. But he didn’t 
carry himself that way. He is a pretty 
understated guy. He was sort of univer- 
sally liked, well known, but not in a sort 
of outlandish or braggadocios way.” 

In other words, kind of cool? 





Back in 2008, Harvard grads Pete Buttigieg and Eric Lesser pose for a photo outside then 


candidate Barack Obama’s campaign plane. 


“Tt was very much a kind of quiet 
charisma,” Lesser said. 

When they met, Lesser found out the 
accomplished senior was humble enough 
to offer friendship to the newbies. 

“And he had a reputation as being 
a really sincere and really brilliant per- 
son and very committed to his home- 
town even then,” Lesser said. “I remem- 
ber actually the first time we met, we 
met up for something that was called 
‘brain break,’ when they would put out 
snacks in the dining hall in the mid- 
dle of the night, like around midnight. 
People would take breaks from studying 
or from the library and they would go to 
the dining hall to get these snacks. And 
I remember meeting up with him and I 
was just a kid from Longmeadow who 
found myself at Harvard, and we met up 
at the brain break and we chatted. It was 
clear pretty quickly that he was a really 
unique talent and a unique person.” 

One of the first things they bonded 
over was embracing their roots. 

“He was very committed to his 
hometown,” Lesser said. 

Lesser, who strengthened his activist 
bones in high school fighting to reverse 
teacher layoffs, admired how Buttigieg 
looked for ways to leverage education 
and experience to help lift their commu- 
nities. 

“T was really drawn to that because 
that was really the story I identified with, 
so we became friendly and we kept in 
touch,” Lesser said. “He graduated, of 
course, and I was still in school, and 
whenever he was back in Cambridge or 
back on campus, we would try to meet 
up and we kept in touch.” 

When Buttigieg lived in Chicago, 
Obama’s home base, Lesser and 
Buttigieg would spend time whenever 
the campaign made a weekly stop in the 
Windy City so then-candidate Obama 
could spend a weekend with his family. 


Courtesy photo 


“About once a week, we would end 
up back in Chicago, and Pete and I fell 
into a bit of a routine of hanging out on 
Saturdays and on Sundays, and then I 
went to work at the White House, and I 
remember him talking to me about the 
house he was preparing to buy in South 
Bend, the work he was doing there,” 
Lesser said. “I remember he called me 
one day and said that he was going to be 
running for state treasurer of Indiana and 
I thought that was a great idea. 

“Unfortunately, that campaign didn’t 
go as planned,” he said. “But I think 
he did learn a lot. And he really got to 
be well-known in the state, but it was a 
really hard time. This was the 2010 elec- 
tion cycle, one of the hardest years for 
Democrats. Indiana in particular was a 
very interesting state at that time because 
it was really one of the ground zeroes of 
the recession. The Kokomo (Ind.) auto 
plant, for example, had laid off signifi- 
cant numbers of people. You had a sig- 
nificant auto industry in Indiana that was 
very hard hit by the recession.” 

Buttigieg’s opponent in that race for 
treasurer, Richard Mourdock, went on 
to oppose the Obama administration’s 
bailout of the auto industry during the 
recession. 

“IT mean, he was actually suing to 
block the Obama auto rescue at the time 
and really hurting his own state, which 
had tens of thousands of jobs tied up 
in the auto industry,” Lesser said. “And 
(Buttigieg) really helped elevate that 
issue and bring that to the forefront.” 

Not long after that, Buttigieg made a 
life-changing decision. 

“He was approached by community 
leaders in his hometown in South Bend 
and I remember him calling me and say- 
ing, ‘you know, I’m thinking about run- 
ning for mayor’ and I said ‘cool — that 
sounds great.’ And of course, he won.” 

While Buttigieg was settling in as 


mayor of that well-known college town, 
Lesser paid a visit and the two took in 
Lesser’s first Notre Dame football game. 

“It was an out-of-body experience,” 
Lesser laughed, recalling the passion of 
the Fighting Irish faithful. 

“It was pretty incredible. It was very 
cool and I saw firsthand how much he 
was, frankly, just beloved in his commu- 
nity.” 


Lives intersecting again 

Before the game, Lesser, staying at 
Buttigieg’s place, came downstairs while 
Buttigieg was dealing with — wait for it — 
a transportation issue. 

“He was on the phone with his 
DPW about issues that had happened 
overnight,’ Lesser said. “It was like first 
thing in the morning, he was on the line 
with this DPW head and now he’s deal- 
ing with a lot of the same issues — just on 
a bigger scale.” 

Speaking of, Lesser can’t guarantee 
that Buttigieg can help move the needle 
on the East-West Rail project, which is 
now largely in the hands of MassDOT, 
including a second look at what the 
plan’s supporters, including Lesser, Rep. 
Jake Oliveira, Sen. Anne Gobi, and Rep. 
Todd Smola, say is a gross underestimate 
of projected ridership. But federal advo- 
cacy and funding is essential. Having an 
influential friend who also happens to be 
a fan of public transportation and infra- 
structure renewal can’t hurt. 

“We'll certainly be talking to him,” 
Lesser said. 

“Now we have a federal government 
that’s going to be approaching rail and 
is going to be approaching mass tran- 
sit from the standpoint of ‘how can we 
help’ rather than a standpoint of ‘how 
do we stop it.’ And frankly, that’s why I 
think it’s even more urgent that we have 
our state government do its part, which 
means that they need a ridership analysis 
that’s accurate,” he said. 

“The Baker administration needs to 
make rail a bigger priority and they’ve 
got to do this improved demand analysis 
and they need to do a full environmen- 
tal analysis of what the benefits would 
be,’ Lesser said. “So, I don’t want to let 
the state off the hook because the Baker 
administration needs to do its part to 
really prioritize this project and get those 
ridership estimates where they need to 
be: 

“That being said, we have really a 
united front now federally that we hav- 
en’t had in a very long time. President 
Biden, all the way through his vice pres- 
ident, through his secretary of transpor- 
tation, are now going to be looking at 
a project like this,” he said. “And Pete 
knows about this project because I’ve 
talked to him about it over the years. So 
he’s not going to be looking at it com- 
pletely new.” 

And if it comes to fruition during 
the Biden administration, the friendship 
between a small town intellectual from 
Indiana and another from Western Mass. 
could be partly to thank for it. 


COVID-19 vaccinations available in Amherst, Northampton 


The local health departments of 
Hampshire County are pleased to share 
information about COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics in Hampshire County. 

For years, the county been working 
together to establish plans for public health 
emergencies including mass dispensing. 
Strong partnerships, annual exercises, and 
robust stockpile of supplies have proved 
to be extremely useful in current response 
efforts. Recently, local first responders 
including police, fire, EMS, and dispatch- 
ers throughout Hampshire County were 
vaccinated. An effective clinic model to 
vaccinate members of the community 
safely and efficiently has been established. 

Although health departments would 


like to offer as many different locations 
as possible, the COVID-19 vaccine stor- 
age, handling, administration and report- 
ing requirements are significantly more 
complex than a traditional flu vaccine 
clinic. As a result, all vaccination sites 
will serve multiple communities from 
a region and must meet very specific 
requirements in order to receive vaccine. 
At this time, Hampshire County has two 
regional COVID-19 vaccination clin- 
ics in Hampshire County —The Bangs 
Community Center, 70 Boltwood Walk, 
Amherst and The Northampton Senior 
Center, 67 Conz Street, Northampton. 

The Department of Public Health has 
developed a vaccine distribution time- 


line and it can be found at www.mass. 
gov. Both Amherst and Northampton 
sites have committed to provide vac- 
cine distribution throughout all phases 
of the Commonwealth’s roll-out plan. 
Individuals who are eligible to receive the 
vaccine will be able to register via a link 
on the city websites www.amherstcovid19. 
org or www.northamptonma.gov/vaccine- 
clinics. 

Additional clinics will be sched- 
uled during the coming weeks based 
upon weekly federal and state allotments 
and will follow the phased guidelines 
as defined by The Department of Public 
Health. Eligible individuals can register 
online for an appointment. A second dose 


of the Moderna vaccine will be offered 
on or after 28 days later to anyone who 
receives their first dose at the clinics. If 
individuals need assistance with online 
registration, please call 413-587-1219 
for Northampton or 413-259-2425 for 
Amherst and leave a detailed message. A 
health department representative will get 
respond within two business days. 

Please note that the vaccine is free to 
individuals and is being provided to the 
states by the federal government. Sites can 
bill for a small administration fee to cover 
the cost of running clinic and insurance 
information will be requested. However, 
no person will be turned away due to lack 
of insurance. 
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GYAA opens travel 
soccer regstration 


Registration for the Gateway Youth 
Athletic Association spring travel soccer 
is now open. This program is open to all 
students from third through eighth grade. 
As of now, the league is planning to follow 
similar rules to those from the fall season, 
though the GYAA remains hopeful by the 
time the season begins some of the restric- 
tions may be lifted. The new registration 
site can be reached through clubs.bluesom- 
brero.com/gatewayyaa. Please note the 
GYAA will be following all protocols out- 
lined by the state and local boards of health 
regarding the safe return to play. A copy 
of these guidelines can be provided at any 
time upon request. 

The GYAA is always looking for more 
input and involvement to help keep improv- 
ing the programs offered. There are several 
board positions currently vacant including 
treasurer, recreation soccer director, and 
secretary. The next board meeting 1s sched- 
uled for Tuesday, March 2, at 7:30 p.m. All 
meetings for the foreseeable future will be 
virtual. Anyone with questions, comments, 
or concerns can contact Jason Forgue any- 
time at 413-205-6504. 





Hilltown Community Health Center 
opens vaccinations in Huntington 


Hilltown Community Health 
Center began vaccinating its patients 
at its Community Center in Huntington 
last week, in accordance with federal 
and state guidelines. Patients at least 75 
years of age, as well as any community 
members who are part of the state-des- 
ignated Phase | group, can call HCHC 
for an appointment. 

“HCHC has been vaccinating 
its staff and other members of the 
Phase | prioritization group since late 
December,” said Eliza Lake, HCHC 
chief executive officer. “We are happy 
to now offer vaccinations to our 
patients who are 75 year of age and 
older.” 

HCHC is directly contacting its 
patients who meet these criteria by 
phone and letter, regardless of whether 
the individual receives services from its 
medical, dental, behavioral health, or 
optometry departments. 

HCHC’s vaccination clinic 1s 


located at its Hilltown Community 
Center, 9 Russell Road in Huntington. 

“We are very lucky to have this 
space in which to stand up a clinic,” 
said Lake. “Given the need for social 
distancing and a 15-minute observation 
period after each vaccination, the logis- 
tics and staffing required to run a clinic 
are very complicated. Running larger 
scale vaccination clinics in our Health 
Centers in Huntington, Worthington, 
and Amherst would have been much 
more difficult.” 

HCHC estimates that within a 
week it will be able to offer 150-200 
vaccinations a week at the Community 
Center, subject to the supply of vac- 
cines, and hopes to do more in weeks 
to come. 

HCHC will be offering the 
COVID-19 vaccination developed by 
Moderna, which received the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration’s emergency 
use authorization in December. The 


HUNTINGTON 


Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine is admin- 
istered as a series of two doses, one 
month apart. At this time, data are not 
available to determine how long the 
vaccine will provide protection, nor is 
there evidence that the vaccine prevents 
transmission of SARS-CoV-2 from per- 
son to person. 

Funding for the vaccination site 
is being provided, in part, through the 
generous support of Whalen Insurance, 
located in Northampton, MA. 

“Whalen Insurance is a family 
business and giving back to the com- 
munity has been a part of who we are 
for 60 years’’, said Peter Whalen, pres- 
ident of Whalen Insurance. “In times 
of need, like these, Whalen Insurance 
considers it an honor to be able to sup- 
port the needs of our community’s res- 
idents.” 

For more information, please con- 
tact Lake at 413-238-5511 or elake@ 
hchcweb.org. 





NORWICH HILL 


The First Congregational Church 
of Huntington reminds everyone even 
though our physical doors are closed 
until further notice, we are most defi- 
nitely open for worship, praise, minis- 
try, and fellowship. We are an Open and 
Affirming Church inviting, welcom- 
ing and affirming everyone seekers, 
believers, and wonderers alike — on 
their journey of faith, to join in 10 a.m. 
Zoom Sunday worship. 

Our reading for the First Sunday of 
Lent, Mark 1:9-15, invites us to experi- 
ence God, busy working in the hard and 
desolate places of our lives, so that we 
may know love, hope, and mercy. 

The pastor is always available to 








speak with you. If you do not receive 
our emails and would like to connect 
with our Zoom worship service and/or 
fellowship time, please contact Pastor 
Carol at firstchurchofhuntington @ gmail. 
com to receive the information you will 
need to participate or send us a message 
on Facebook. 

Please use the phone numbers 
and email address provided to stay in 
touch or to contact the pastor. You are 
also invited to find us on Facebook at 
“Norwich Hill” for updates, information, 
and spiritual encouragement. For more 
information, please contact 413-667- 
3935 or 860-798-7771 or firstchurchof- 
huntington @ gmail.com. 
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Hiking in February means it’s time to bust out the boots as Kim Kelliher, right, and Russ 
Lapierre head down the East Branch Trail at the 6-mile marker in Huntington. 


Submitted photo 
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Russ LaPierre treks across the frozen Huntington Knightville Floodplain on Old 


Worthington Road. 
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Russ LaPierre and Liz Massa take a moment to enjoy iced over Old Worthington Road. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 
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The Garden Lady 
tackles milk jug seed 
sowing, part 1 


Bist: is [ann 
Wilbraham, wrote GARDEN 


a Cee ey 
to me recently, com- . eae 


plimenting the column 
(thank you!) and asking 
if I had any opinion of 
“winter sowing” seeds 
in re-used gallon jugs. 
This technique is all the 
rage right now on social 
media and in gardening 
blogs, and while I had 
read about it many years ago and again recent- 
ly, I have never tried it myself. Perhaps some 
research into the topic would prove beneficial 
for me as well as my readers! 

The basic premise of winter sowing is 
to plant your seeds in mini-greenhouses (the 
gallon jugs), place the jugs outside and simply 
let nature take over. The advantage being that 
no heat mats or lights are needed. No window 
sills full of seedlings, either. While I don’t 
think it is as simple as it sounds, I do think 
trying it would be a fun experiment. Read on 
this week and next to consider some of the 
pros and possible cons of this seed starting 
technique. 

Years ago I read a blog where a master 
gardener was encouraging folks to start native 
perennials in milk jugs outside; he called it 
“winter sowing.’ The seeds of many of these 
plants require a period of cold and moist strat- 
ification to break seed dormancy. In simple 
terms, they need to go through winter in order 
to sprout. Think of it as nature’s safety mecha- 
nism; seeds germinate at the right time to sur- 
vive and thrive! You may ask, then, why not 
just sow the seeds outdoors in the garden? In 
theory it sounds good, but in reality “the wild” 
is not the best seed bed. From hungry birds 
and rodents, to wind and drenching rains, suc- 
cess is hit or miss. Safely inside the milk jug, 
but at the same time outside in the elements to 
freeze and thaw, freeze and thaw, tricky seeds 
are coaxed into germinating. Success at your 
fingertips! 

My method of combating tricky germi- 
nators has always been the refrigerator. By 
putting seeds in moist soil in a small plastic 
bag and chilling them for a month or so at 40 
degrees, I am usually successful at provid- 
ing an abbreviated “winter,” satisfying ger- 
mination requirements that break dormancy. 
Recently, I watched a video from a wildflower 
specialist in Canada, who abbreviated “win- 
ter’ a bit further. She simply places seeds in 
the fridge for 24 hours, then the freezer for 
24 hours. Five times back and forth and she 
swears dormancy is broken. 

After the period of stratification has 
passed, seeds are handled as normal, sown 
on the surface of a moist soilless mix with 
the provision of bottom heat and supplemen- 
tal light. But what if I didn’t have the props, 
or even enough window sills to limp along 
seedlings inside? Here is where I think sowing 
in milk jugs could be of benefit, and it goes 
beyond “winter” or even seeds that need spe- 
cialized treatments to germinate. 

More recent blogs speak of starting every- 
thing from cold-hardy annuals to heat-loving 
vegetables inside milk jugs, and while I don’t 
think the method is fool-proof, or meant for 
the lazy gardener, I do think there is good rea- 
son to give it a try. Gather some supplies: duct 
tape, empty gallon jugs, decent seed starting 
soil, a paint pen and a selection of seeds. 
Perennial herbs and flowers can be sown right 
away and next week the how-to portion will 
explain exactly how to do it. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 
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Promoting open discussion is not censorship 


This letter is in response to “Media 
doesn’t tell the whole story,” The Country 
Journal, Feb. 11. 

Mr. Cousineau, I am glad to hear we 
have found some level of common ground. 
I simply cannot, however, understand how 
one could equate ensuring all sides are heard 
to promoting censorship. On the contrary, 
the concept of equal time promotes a free 
and open discussion of all ideas and should 
encourage respectful and vibrant discus- 
sions on all topics. As stated in my pre- 
vious letter, the “Fairness Doctrine” was 
repealed so of course there would be no 
legal mandate for Congress or the media to 
follow it. I suggested we create something 
similar while at the same time respecting the 
First Amendment. I will agree that we cur- 
rently do a horrible job enforcing immigra- 
tion laws, along with existing gun laws, and 
so on. We have a responsibility to impose 
laws in place and would simply like to see 
one, also enforced, to ensure all have the 
opportunity to openly debate any argument. 
While I find the ‘F&#% Biden’ flags hang- 
ing in several local towns reprehensible and 
deplorable to our community, at the same 
time I can empathize with the frustration 
that led to that decision and respect the right 
to fly it. 

I will also agree that the media (ALL 
media) reports on COVID-19 are mislead- 
ing. I hope you would agree they are mis- 
leading on both sides. Can you or I honestly 
be the one to decide that an overblown indi- 
cation of percentages is more/less harmful 
than passing it off as you shouldn’t worry 


and it will just go away? I’m sure both of us 
know plenty of people that were dramatical- 
ly affected by symptoms and plenty more 
which felt they barely had more than a cold. 
Could this one example not be used as an 
argument to ensure both sides are allowed to 
discuss and share their opinion? 

You ended with a compelling quote, so 
I would like to end with a compelling story. 
There once was a man that unexpectedly 
won an election in his country through the 
use of intimidation tactics and a penchant 
for utilizing emotional rather than rational 
appeals. This man took that victory as a 
mandate and began the fight to consolidate 
his power through actions such as insulting 
the press, using violence against the left, 
promoting militia activity, and convincing 
a political party to be unequivocally loyal 
to him. Seventy-one years after the death 
of this man, Benito Mussolini, voters in the 
United States elected Donald Trump to be 
their President. 

Confucius said, “If you are the smartest 
man in the room, then you are in the wrong 
room.” Well, despite numerous instances of 
self-promoting as such, facts clearly indicate 
Trump never was the smartest in any room. 
Thankfully, we the people corrected our 
mistake and got him out of the oval office. I 
fully respect you feel exactly the opposite. I 
am glad we have had the opportunity to con- 
duct this open discussion and were not cen- 
sored through exclusion by this publication. 


Jason Forgue 
Chester 


Good books to keep and read this year 


“The Age of Reason 1 & 2” by Thomas 
Paine, “Tocqueville and the American 
Experiment” by Professor William R. Cook; 
you can get the disk at thegreatcourses.com. 
Other good reads are “Secret Empires” by 
Peter Schweizer, “One Nation” by Dr. Ben 
Carson, “The Federalist Papers” by Hamilton- 
Madison-Jay, which will give you insight to 
the Constitution of the United States, and of 
course, “The Bill of Rights” by Amar and 
Adams. 


Corrections policy 


Once you have these under your belt, you 
will understand just how your rights are vio- 
lated by the Massachusetts Legislature and 
Congress. It does not relate to either side 
of the aisle. In Massachusetts, of course, it 
doesn’t matter, because our Legislature is 95% 
Democrat. I wonder does that make us a total- 
itarian government? Hmm. I have others also, 
but this should give you a headache for now. 

Ted Cousineau 
Blandford 


If you notice a factual error in our pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us 
at 413-283-8393. Corrections will be printed in the same section where the error 
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By Deborah Daniels 


here was enough snow and ice for 

us all to have had a chance to walk 

on water. Just where does all this 

snow go? It melts and percolates down 

into the water table. Tapping into that 
water was important to well diggers. 

That leads to the question of how 
did old timers find water for digging a 
well? Before all the study by scientists 
of below ground topography and porous- 
ness of rocks, dowsing was used to locate 
water. You would consult your local 
dowser before digging a well. His or her 
reputation was about all the recommen- 
dation you needed. They would walk 
your property holding a Y-shaped willow 
or hazel branch until it twitched or point- 
ed down to the spot where underground 
water could be found. That was the 
place to dig your well. This was water 
dowsing also known as water divina- 
tion done by a water witch. Traditionally 
the willow branch had to be pliable and 
held with both palms facing up and the 
single point of the Y branch out front. 
Some described dowser’s as having mys- 
terious powers or used incantations to 
help locate water. Apparently, there was 
enough success for them to be consulted 
for well digging. Was there a sixth sense 
or another force of nature that enabled 
these dowsers to find water? This has 
been debated almost from the time dows- 
ing was first recorded in a 1556 Swiss 
book. 

Dowsers do exist and still practice 
finding water. Dowsers today use tree 
branches, L-rods, originally made from 
coat hangers and pendulums. They are 
employed to find minerals and even lost 
items for folks as well as water. When 
the branch or rods dip, twitch, or cross- 
over often there is water below. Watching 
dowsing videos, all practitioners talk 
about the need to be detached emotion- 
ally, but open to a “dowsing response,” or 
Open to a cosmic awareness of the force 
of nature and water. Many claim it can be 
learned, but it must be practiced often in 
order to become successful. 

Hydrogeologists, the scientif- 
ic water finders, will tell you that just 
about anywhere in America you will hit 
water if you dig deep enough. Rainfall 
and snowmelt percolates through soil 
and rock down to the water table. The 
water table fluctuates according to the 
amount of precipitation and the degree 
of porous layers of rock and soil above 
it. The water table is where the water 
collects below ground. It is not a river 
below us. Despite all the sophisticated 
equipment and geophysical study, a lot 
of digging does occur without finding 


Feb 16 to Feb. 28 
[vast years after the United States 
was freed of Britain, America went 
to war, again, this time against 
the populous pirate population in the 
Mediterranean. Pocketed throughout 
Africa, in Morocco, Algeria, Tunis and 
Tripolitania [Libya], they ambushed U.S. 
merchant ships, seized cargoes, comman- 
deered crews and collected large ransoms. 
Hostilities got so heated that President 
Jefferson dispatched the Navy in 1801. 
In October 1803, the Philadelphia, 
a part of an expeditionary force, ran 
aground off the coast of Tripoli, and was 
captured, causing concern that America’s 
proprietary know-how would be re-con- 
stituted in enemy warships. 
On Feb. 16, Lt. Stephen Decatur and 
74 of his men, including nine marines, 
disguised themselves as Maltese sailors, 
crept into Tripolitan waters, boarded the 
Philadelphia, overpowered the crew and 


HILLTOWN HISTORY 
Divine Water 





1942 photo of George Casely using a hazel 
branch to divine water. Online image 





Deer prints show the animals walked on 
water during the cold winter months. 


water. Drilling and digging is expensive. 
The German government was looking 
for a cheap way to locate wells for drink- 
ing water in third world countries in the 
1990s. They hit upon using experienced 
dowsers with drill crews in Sri Lanka. 
They were successful in finding water 
96% of the time, drilling 691 holes over 
10 years. The statistics of these cor- 
relations far exceeded lucky guesses. 
Furthermore, the underground water was 
often deeper than 100 feet and so narrow 
that misplacing the drill only a few feet 
meant a dry hole. 

The physicist in charge theorized 
that subtle electromagnetic gradients 
may result when natural fissures and 
water flows create changes in the elec- 
trical properties of rock and soil. It is this 
that dowser’s sense and unconscious- 
ly respond to by wagging their forked 
sticks. Was this the sixth sense dowsers 
are gifted with? Certainly, the Germans 
found it useful to team up with dowsers. 


HISTORY 


torched the vessel. 

The daring nature of their perfect- 
ly executed mission, without a single 
American casualty, was heralded around 
the world. Even British Admiral Horatio 
Nelson, arguably the most famous seafar- 
ing hero of the time, called it the “most 
daring act of the age.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “Thomas Jefferson and the 
Tripoli Pirates: The Forgotten War That 
Changed American History,” by Brian 
Kilmeade and Don Yaeger. 


Polio vaccine 

On Feb. 23, 1954, the students at 
Arsenal Elementary School in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, were the first to receive a 
vaccine, developed by Dr. Jonas Salk, to 
repel the polio pandemic that was panick- 
ing the population. 

Now, 67 years later, scientists are 
hustling to disseminate various COVID- 





Ice crystals clinging to a weed after recent 
snowfalls. Submitted photos by Deborah Daniels 
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Kids ice walking on a partially frozen mill 
pond. 





L-rods crossing to indicate water. Online image 


There are many skeptics who say 
dowsers do not find water and if they 
do it is purely due to chance. There 
have been many challenges to dowsers 
to identify water running through bur- 
ied pipes laid out in experiments. The 
few dowsers who are somewhat success- 
ful have always been discounted with 
statistical analysis saying it was due to 
chance. Scientists say there is no phys- 
ical evidence to explain what they do. 
The motion of dowsing rods is attributed 
to the ideomotor response, where the 
random movements of the dowser is 
amplified into a bigger movement in the 
branch that is believed to be caused by a 
powerful force. Yet no one can describe, 
find, or identify that force. Most scien- 
tists agree dowsing is a hoax to locate 
your wallet not water. 

Yet there is an American Society 
of Dowsers, begun in Danville, VT. in 
1961. It maintains a directory of active 
dowsers, holds conferences and lectures, 


MATTERS 


19 inoculations to control, or collapse, 
another ungovernable disease. 

According to History.com, “Salk 
found that polio had as many as 125 
strains of three basic types, and that an 
effective vaccine needed to combat all 
three. By growing samples of the polio 
virus and then deactivating, or ‘killing’ 
them by adding a chemical called forma- 
lin, Salk developed his vaccine, which 
was able to immunize without infecting 
the patient.” 

The disease was eradicated in 1979. 

For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends 
“Polio (Deadly Diseases & Epidemics),’ 
by Alan Hecht. 


‘The Greatest of All Time” 

On February 25, 1964, a 22-year- 
old newcomer to boxing, by the name 
of Cassius Clay, catapulted to the world 
heavyweight champion. He snatched the 


claims worldwide membership, and 
actively promotes and develops dowsing 
practices. Dowsing is certainly alive and 
twitching today. Their informal motto 1s 
dowsing works when there is a need not 
greed. They do follow protocols of dows- 
ing, but they do not explain how it works. 

So, you have to ask, if dowsing 
flunked the controlled scientific exper- 
iments, why do so many still believe it 
works? Well, we do have evidence that 
bats, birds, sharks and fish respond to 
non-visual electrical and magnetic sig- 
nals that we cannot see, hear, touch, 
smell or taste, isn’t it possible some 
humans can receive extrasensory sig- 
nals as well? Go figure! Have a dowsing 
story, please share it, we would love to 
hear it. 

Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal@ turley.com. 


title from Sonny Liston in the seventh 
round of a “David and Goliath” match 
in Miami Beach, Florida. The odds were 
against Clay; Liston was the 8 to | favor- 
ite, but that didn’t faze the cocky chal- 
lenger who predicted his victory in the 
eighth round, bragging that he would 
“float like a butterfly, sting like a bee.” 

It took him six rounds to win the title 
in the seventh, when Liston conceded 
defeat. 

Young people might not “recognize” 
Cassius Clay; that’s because he became 
“Muhammed Ali’, after he joined the 
African American Muslim group, the 
Nation of Islam. 

The Website Quora calls Ali “the 
greatest boxer ever,’ having won 56 out 
of his 61 bouts during his 20-year career 
that ended abruptly in 1984 when he was 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease. He 
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special town meeting for bylaw changes, fund transfers Feb. 22 


By Mary Kronholm 


BLANDFORD — There is a Special 
Town Meeting scheduled for Monday, 
Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. at the town office build- 
ing. 

The first 11 articles on the warrant 
have to do with transferring funds to bal- 
ance accounts. 

The next two are general bylaw 
changes. Article 12 corrects the language 
for the purpose of depositing Board 
of Health fees properly and Article 13 
adjusts upwards the dollar amount of a 
bond for logging trucks carting heavy 
loads over town roads so said roads can be 
repaired if necessary. 


North St. water 


BLANDFORD — There was a 
major water main break on Thursday, Feb. 
4, which was repaired on Friday, Feb. 5. 
Apparently, an abandoned service on North 
Street had rotted away, according to Water 
Department Superintendent Gordon Avery. 

That section of the water line is pres- 
surized and Avery said what brought the 
problem to the Water Department’s atten- 
tion was the dramatic increase in water use, 


COMMONS 


interested landscape design professionals 
from eight different firms interested in 
presenting ideas to enhance the Town 
Commons area. Voters approved funding 
for the project at last year’s Annual Town 
Meeting and the Town received a grant to 
work with Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments for seeking and procuring 
ideas from possible designers. 

The idea is for these landscape 
designers to craft a plan that encompass- 
es the entire area of the Town Commons. 

This area is located across an area 
that starts with a triangle space in front 
of the town garage, between Route 
23 and North Blandford Road known 
as Veterans’ Park at Town Commons. 
The Commons extends across North 
Blandford Road up the hill behind, and 
includes the Historical Society to the first 


WORTHINGTON — The town 
has received many inquiries about get- 
ting the Covid-19 Vaccine. The cur- 
rent state guidance can be found on the 
Massachusetts State Web Site at www. 
mass.gov/covid-19-vaccine. 

On Monday, Feb. 1, people age 75 or 
older are eligible to make appointments 
for COVID-19 vaccinations. There is no 
date set yet for the next group — people 
65 or older or people with two or more 
comorbidities. The vaccines themselves 
continue in short supply. 

At this time, there are two regional 
COVID vaccination clinics in Hampshire 
County — The Bangs Community 
Center, 70 Boltwood Walk, Amherst 
or The Northampton Senior Center, 67 
Conz Street, Northampton. 

To register visit a link on the city 
websites: www.amherstcovid19.org or 
www.northamptonma.gov/vaccineclin- 
ics. Additional clinics will be scheduled 
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The remaining articles are for chang- 
es to the town’s Zoning Bylaws. These 
warrant articles cover enforcement, penal- 
ty, permits and exemptions. They spell out 
the formation, powers and rules and regu- 
lations for the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Planning Board Chairman Michael 
Hutchins said the changes are primarily 
“to recodify, and therefore amend, the 
Zoning Bylaw to make the Bylaw easier 
for users to navigate, simplify and update 
language, and provide better structure for 
predictability and flexibility in both the 
interests of current use and future adapt- 
ability” 

According to Hutchins, this will 
be accomplished by reorganizing and 


which was actually water loss. 

“The usage increased to 140,000 gal- 
lons of water, which is extremely high,” 
said Avery, adding that after the repair 
dropped to approximately 50,000 gallons 
a day. 

Notification was sent out both on 
line and via a reverse 911 telephone call. 
Unfortunately the notice was not received 
via telephone by all residents. 


driveway of the cemetery. From there, it 
crosses North Street to The White Church 
and extends back down to Route 23. 

The original area was established 
in the 1740s and included the burying 
ground and measured 10 acres. The cem- 
etery is now in the charge of the Board of 
Cemetery Commissioners. 

Veterans’ Park at Town Commons is 
used sometimes for honoring a specific 
veteran who has died, but primarily for 
Memorial Day Observations. There is a 
podium, chairs for participants, area for 
musicians and residents who have come 
to view the ceremony, all on the triangle 
area. Many residents and visitors also 
locate on the bank on North Blandford 
Road, so this is an area to consider in 
terms of use. It is overgrown and areas 
are rife with poison ivy. 


renumbering portions of the Zoning 
Bylaw to enhance accessibility and adapt- 
ability; updating and clarifying the pur- 
pose and authority of the Zoning Bylaw to 
clearly state the Town’s legal and factual 
premises for zoning regulations; provid- 
ing consistency with present State law; 
eliminating redundant or unnecessary pro- 
visions; making amendments such as cor- 
recting spelling and typographical errors, 
and eliminating or updating outdated stat- 
utory references; revising and clarifying 
Zoning Bylaw administrative provisions; 
updating the sign section of the Bylaw 
and adding new criteria for Special Permit 
approval. 

A special permit is generally required 


main break fixed within one day 


‘Some households are not connected 
electronically or if the telephone numbers 
have changed, or service has changed from 
landline to cellphone only, that information 
must be updated,” said Avery. 

He urged residents who did not 
receive the reverse 911 telephone call to 
update their contact information with Town 
Administrator Joshua A. Garcia at 413- 
848-4279. 


There is concern for the location of 
the cannon and the cannon balls. Should 
they be closer together? Relocation must 
not constrict or inhibit wreath placing or 
monument viewing. 

The shrubs located so as to serve 
as a backdrop or a frame for the monu- 
ments, are overgrown and the commit- 
tee formed to consider how to approach 
the project asked if the shrubs should 
be removed, and if so, they should be 
replaced with slow-growing ornamen- 
tals, thus preserving not only access to 
the monuments but also their care and 
viewing. There is also concern for pos- 
sible additional monuments for subse- 
quent veterans’ actions and care should 
be given to design (shape, size etc.) and 
location. 

The bank on North Street needs 


WORTHINGTON 
Vaccine information for residents 


during the coming weeks based upon 
weekly federal and state allotments and 
will follow the phased guidelines as 
defined by The Department of Public 
Health. 

They will also be offering the sec- 
ond dose of the Moderna vaccine on 
or after 28 days later to anyone who 
receives their first dose at our clinics. If 
individuals need assistance with online 
registration, please call 413-587-1219 
for Northampton or 413-259-2425 for 
Amherst and leave a detailed message. A 
health department representative will get 
back to you within two business days. 

Please note that the vaccine is free to 
individuals and is being provided to the 
states by the federal government. Sites 
can bill for a small administration fee 
to cover the cost of running clinic and 
insurance information will be requested. 
However, no person will be turned away 
due to lack of insurance. 
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Conwell Elementary School will host an 
information Zoom meeting on Thursday, 
March 4 to discuss free pre-school. 

Free pre-school will be offered 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:10 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday. Offerings include art, 
music, and physical education. 

“Both Gateway and New Hingham 
are not charging for preschool,” said 
Principal and Superintendent Gretchen 
Morse-Dobosz. “So, we’re, for fiscal 
2022, using existing faculty and off- 
setting the cost with school choice 
funds. I’m very excited. The committee 
was incredibly thrilled philosophically 
around the idea of supporting free pre- 
school.” 


HISTORY 


has been called one of the most signif- 
icant and celebrated figures of the 20th 
century and one of the greatest boxers 
of all time. Indeed, as President George 
W. Bush put it when he presented Ali 
with the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
in November of 2005, “Only a few ath- 
letes are ever known as the greatest in 
their sport, or in their time. But when 
you say, “The Greatest of All Time’ is 
in the room, everyone knows who you 
mean.” 


when a proposed use, due to its size or 
external impacts, needs greater scrutiny 
by the Town and may require special con- 
ditions to mitigate its impact. A variance 
is required if you want to change your 
property (dimensionally, not in use) in a 
way that is generally prohibited by the 
Zoning Bylaws and therefore requires an 
“exception”. The applicant must show a 
hardship imposed by the ordinance which 
is caused by a unique condition of the lot 
or structure, and the hardship is owing to 
circumstances relating to the soil condi- 
tions, shape, or topography of the land or 
structure and especially affecting the land 
or structures, but not affecting generally 
the zoning district in which it is located. 


BFD reminds residents 
to clear hydrants 


BLANDFORD — The Water 
Department reminds residents who 
have water hydrants on their property 
to please clear the snow from around 
them. This is important to remember 
in case of any emergency. Residents 
are also reminded that there is a fine 
for leaving snow in the middle of the 
road when plowing driveways. 





from page I 


attention; cleanup at the very least. 

The area from the Historical Society 
building to the cemetery, where there is 
an historical marker indicating the loca- 
tion of the first Meeting House, is also 
in need of attention. At the very least, it 
needs clearing of new underbrush growth 
in the pines. The town approved, in the 
late 1740s, a provision for clearing out 
the underbrush and maintaining a walk- 
way between the schoolhouse, now the 
Historical Society, and the old Meeting 
House. No trees can be cut down on 
Town Commons land except by vote of 
the town. 

The designers might consid- 
er upgrading the pathway and perhaps 
include lighting that would leave no car- 
bon footprint and making certain the area 
is wheelchair accessible. 


Free pre-K info meeting March 4 


The informational meeting will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. on March 4. To sign- 
up for the meeting, email frovatti@ 
hr-k12.org. 

R.H. Conwell Elementary School 
is committed to teaching and giving 
the best experience to young children. 
Students will participate in outdoor 
learning by exploring the woods, search- 
ing for tadpoles in the stream, and get- 
ting their hands dirty in our school gar- 
den. 

Applications for students from all 
towns will be accepted. Priority will be 
given to Worthington residents and sib- 
lings of Conwell school students. Any 
questions may be directed to frovatti@ 
hr-k12.org or 413-238-5856. 
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Muhammad Ali, boxer, activist, 
entertainer and philanthropist, passed 
away on June 3, 2016. 

The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends “The Greatest: 
Muhammad Ali” by Walter Dean 
Myers. 

History Matters is a biweekly fea- 
ture courtesy of The Grateful American 
Book Prize, which is given to children’s 
books that emphasize the importance of 
American history. 
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CHESTER — Jason Ellershaw was 


Morning commute becomes a noot 


on his way to another day working the 
town roads at the Highway Department 
when he spotted an owl along the side of 
Route 20 on Wednesday, Feb. 10. 

Pulling over, Ellershaw found the 
owl appeared to have suffered a wing 
injury and called for backup from the 
Massachusetts Environmental Police. 
With the nearest assistance coming from 
two hours away, Ellershaw hunkered 
down to keep the winged hunter compa- 
ny and warm. 

“T backed up and he couldn’t fly. I 
stopped and realized he probably had a 
broken wing,’ Ellershaw said. “I ended 
up getting a blanket after talking to the 
EPL...and put it over the owl just to kind 
of calm it down. I sat right next to it and 
it was perfectly calm. I stayed right next 
to it the whole time.” 

During the wait, several passersby 
stopped to check if everything was okay 
for the unusual pair sitting on the side of 
the road. 

“I was like ‘yeah, I’m just sitting 
here with the owl,” Ellershaw said. 

Officer Andre Quieroga arrived on 
the scene and to take the owl to a tired 
Environmental Police officer who helps 
with rehabilitation for injured animals. 

“The Environmental Police was phe- 
nomenal. Super nice guy, he actually 
taught me a lot about the owl itself,” 
Ellershaw said. “I’m hoping it does well. 
I think it will. It didn’t seem like there 
was anything wrong except for the wing. 
I’m hoping it gets back up there.” 





Jason Ellershaw of the Chester Highway Department helped protect an injured owl along 


Route 20 on Wednesday, Feb. 10. 


Submitted photo by Jason Ellershaw 


READY TO PROTECT AND SERVE 





From left, Chester Selectmen John Baldasaro and Barbara Huntoon, Chester-Blandford 
Police Chief Tammy Weidhaas, Blandford Selectman Eric McVey, and Chester Selectman 
Richard Holzman pose for a quick photo after Weidhaas’ formal swearing in ceremony at 
the Chester Town Hall on Thursday, Feb. 4. 


WATER 


cy, and effectiveness of the water sys- 
tem. This includes fixing the sometimes 
discolored water, which can by yellow 
or brown. The water is safe to drink, but 
Gullick said discolored water feeds the 
concern that it isn’t. 

“The problem with colored water is 
nobody wants to believe it’s safe and I 
agree with that,’ Gullick said. “We want 
to be a regional leader in rural drinking 
water supply with our customers having 
high confidence and satisfaction in the 
quality of the water.” 

Gullick’s plan has 21 strategies he 
feels will address the four main goal 
areas the town needs to improve — lead- 
ership and management, operational 
optimization, fiscal responsibility, and 
communication. 

To consistently deliver reliable, 
high-quality water, Gullick recommends 
the town install supervisory control 
and data acquisition trends, a system 
designed to monitor all parameters, 
conduct semi-annual flushing, conduct 
an independent audit of the treatments 
processes and implement any necessary 
improvements, and consider installing 
two systems to remove trihalometh- 
anes and manganese. Gullick explained 
removing the manganese by installing 
oxidation/filtration and cleaning the 


pipes will remove the discoloring of the 
water. 

“If you commit to this vision and 
this mission, and work through these 
strategies and when you get through 
all that we’re going to get some really 
good water,’ Gullick said. “It’s going 
to be safe; it’s going to be clean. I 
believe it’s going to be clear in color. 
As far as we can tell it’s definitely 
manganese that’s causing that. We’ll 
clean the pipes out too.” 

The crux of Gullick’s plan is to have 
the Highway Department take over as 
the town’s water operator. One depart- 
ment employee would be the designat- 
ed “leader” and take on the operator 
role. They would have to train daily 
with long-time town Water Operator 
Bernard St. Martin and obtain the nec- 
essary treatment and operating licens- 
es. Gullick said there’s a “fast track” 
for the operator licenses, which can 
be done in a year. The end goal will 
also establish a succession plan as the 
Highway Department will be able to 
train new members within its ranks. Carl 
Baldasaro and Jason Ellershaw have 
both expressed interested in learning the 
job. 

Selectman John Baldasaro said he 
was concerned this plan may not work 


| . 


Vaccinations 
available for seniors, 
info available online 


CHESTER — Town residents 
75 and older are now eligible to reg- 
ister for COVID-19 vaccinations in 
Northampton. In addition, Chester 
residents 65 and older with two or 
more co-morbidities are able to get 
on the wait list. 

For more information, visit 
www.northamptonma.gov/2219/ 
COVID-19-Vaccination-Clinics or 


townofchester.net. 











New Chester-Blandford Police Chief Tammy Weidhaas was sworn in at a formal ceremony 
with an invite-only audience at the Chester Town Hall after the original Feb. 1 ceremony 


was postponed by inclement weather. 


if St. Martin doesn’t communicate. 
Baldasaro said there have been issues 
communicating with St. Martin in the 
past. His concerns were echoed by 
Water Improvement Committee member 
Bob Daley. 

Selectman Barbara Huntoon 
explained St. Martin does his job well, 
but he isn’t the most communicative per- 
son. Training the Highway Department 
members will also give the town a suc- 
cession plan for when St. Martin retires, 
with trained operators ready to step in. 

“He does his job. We have a hard 
time talking with him, but he has agreed 
to talk with the two guys interested in 
learning,” she said. 

“My biggest concern is cooperation 
of the primary operator right now. That 
has been a sticking point for a while and 
I think we need to come up with a strate- 
gy for how we’re going to address that,” 
Baldasaro said. 

“There are also things the current 
operator knows we need to learn. I’m 
certainly hopeful Mr. St. Martin will 
help,” Gullick said. “The Highway 
Department needs to get licensed. They 
need to learn. If he’s not willing to train 
them, that’s not acceptable.” 

The other major hurdle is cost. 
Gullick’s identified strategies are esti- 


Submitted photos 


from page I 


mated to cost $135,000. It also does not 
include costs for facility repairs such 
as needed for Filter 1, staff time costs, 
contracts for certified operators if need- 
ed, and the design, permitting, or con- 
struction of the aeration or manganese 
removal systems. 

The board made the decision to 
accept the plan with a contingency that 
funding is secured whether it be from 
the town, a grant, or loan. 

“T think it’s something we need 
to do. We don’t have the money,” 
Baldasaro said. “We have to go to spe- 
cial town meeting to get any money 
to get started. I don’t feel like we can 
tonight say ‘let’s get started’ because we 
don’t have the money to get started.” 

“It’s a great proposal and it needs 
to be done. The people of town deserve 
safe water and water that doesn’t have 
odor or a color,” said Chairman Barbara 
Huntoon. 

“This is a very thorough study 
and Rich has been very on top of this,” 
added Selectman Richard Holzman. “I 
think we’re getting a fix on what’s going 
on now.” 

Gullick’s full presentation on the 
water system and his proposed solutions 
is available on the town website, townof- 
chester.net. 


page 8 


RUSSELL 


Country Journal ¢ Thursday, February 18, 2021 





OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


RUSSELL —Woronoco Heights 
Outdoor Adventures, or WHOA, will 
be featuring ice fishing as one of its fea- 
ture events during their monthly open- 
ing of the Moses Scout Reservation on 
Saturday, Feb. 20. 

Ice on the reservation’s 90-acre 
lake is forecast to be more than thick 
enough to support the largest of 
groups. Heading up the Woronoco 
Heights Outdoor Adventures’ ice fish- 
ing staff will be Craig Mannix and his 
Eagle Scout son Jack. In addition to 
running the WHOA fishing program, 
Mannix also heads up the Western 
Massachusetts Council’s Fishing 
Committee, which offers a variety of 
Scout fishing programs and events 
throughout the year. With over 30 years 
of ice fishing experience Craig, and 
the rest of his dedicated staff, will be 
available to show even the most novice 
fisherman how to catch the big ones 
under the ice. For those folks with- 
out the proper ice fishing equipment, 
Mannix and his crew will have plenty 
of “pop-ups” and other tools necessary 
available for use out on the frozen lake. 
WHOA Director Mia Santos-Izyk added 
ice fishing is not the only activity event 
scheduled for Feb. 20. 

Additionally, there will be snow 
shoeing and mountain biking (if biking, 
COVID-19 regulations require guests to 





The town of Russell welcomed its newest business to the community with the opening 
of the doors for Dollar General at 45 Blandford Stage Road on Thursday, Feb. 11, bringing 
Photo by Shelby Macri 





a variety of product and food offerings to the downtown area. 










2010 Ford Ranger XL Long Bed 
only 54,000 miles 


2004 Toyota Tundra XCab 
6 cyl AC 4x4 


2016 Nissan Rogue 
AWD Well Equipped 
Only $10,950 


\ Wt i) | 

i 
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2008 Subaru Outback 2.5! 
AWD 4dr Wagon 
138,000 $4, is 


Lee: ‘a = 

2013 Toyota Tacoma X Cab, 1 Owner, 

SR5 Pkg, 5 Speed, Only 45,000 miles 
$15,955 


2009 Pontiac Vibe AWD 
4 dr Wagon only 84,000 miles 
$6,599 


RUSSELL — The Russell Public 
Library has a couple new offerings for 
patrons to enjoy while sheltering inside 
from the winter snow and cold fronts. 

“The Paper Bag Princess,” written 
by Robert Munch, is an anniversary edi- 
tion keepsake of one of the best-loved 
picture books that has reached many 


2006 Chevrolet Sebring Off Season 
Special, Runs well, Interior and 
Exterior Immaculate $3,250 


1997 Ford F150 4x4, Ready to Go, 
2 Tone Paint, A/C Only 73,000 Miles, 2005 Subaru Forester Runs Great, 
You’ve Got to See This One! $8,990 AWD, 4 cyl, 5 Speed $2,290 


FENTON AUTO SALES 
174 Main St., Westfield, MA ¢ 413-478-1694 ¢ 413-335-2352 
www.fenton-autosales.com 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 
PORK BUTTS 

WHOLE esinmnnnnnnn? Bie 
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN S488 
CHOPS or ROAST cur rree . 1 Ib 
USDA INSP. 

MAPLE SMOKED 

1/2 BONELESS HAM... 


SLICED IN OUR DELI 


USDA INSP 


ROAST BEEF sessssccssssesssee DD 
LENTEN-SPEGCIALS 


USDA INSP GOLDEN PHOENIX 2 1/2 LB BAG 


\IMITATION CRAB FLAKES <0 ge 


USDA INSP FROZEN RINGS & TENTACLES 2 LB S218 Bg 98 


CALAMAR 


USDA INSP FROZEN 31/40 COUNT 2 LB BAG 


COOKED SHRIMP unm $4499” 
™ FF 4 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TENDERLOIN \ WO; INS. FRESK 


USDA INSP. FRESH 
$969 


(Bias) 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


AMERICAN LAMB 
SHOULDER CHOP 


$399 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 
80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


Se 


SALE DATES: 
2/18/21 - 2/24/21 


CHICKEN 
ROASTER 
CARROTS. 
SLICED OR DICED sm DS 


FASTIN 1me@lni(ymoy 90 Avocado St. 


HOURS: Springfield 
Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 i Fi Be 6 iy 8-3 413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


o4 FREE 








BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION « SERVICE 


BONELESS & SKINLESS y 


Chester Office: 585 Rt. 20 
(413) 351-5277 


email: Joy.Salvini@comcast.net 
Each office independently owned and operated Selling a Home 


Hull #* 


forest products 


Growing Beauty and Value in Your Forests Since 1965 


Ice fish at WHOA on Saturday 


bring their own helmet), orienteering, 
escape challenges and scavenger hunt 
bingo and more are on the day’s agenda. 
If Mother Nature cooperates with the 
weather, there is a possibility of trips 
out to the Top O’ The Hill Maple “sugar 
shack,” where visitors are rewarded for 
their efforts with the Top O’ The Hills’ 
hospitality and samples of their sweet, 
freshly boiled, maple syrup. 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 
restrictions the registration cost for 
all these activities remains at $10 per 
person, regardless of age. The Feb. 20 
activities all commence at 9 a.m. and 
end at 3 p.m. Regarding the COVID-19 
regulations, Santos-Izyk advises all par- 
ticipants and WHOA staff that various 
modifications to the usual WHOA pro- 
grams are still in place. 

Participants will be required to pre- 
register and prepay on-line at; www. 
wmascouting.org/WHOA202101. No 
walk-ins or onsite registrations will be 
permitted. Additionally, registrations 
will be limited, and participants may 
be asked to assemble into groups of 12 
or fewer individuals. Typical social dis- 
tancing will be practiced with manda- 
tory face coverings required at all times 
whether outside or in enclosed areas. 

A full list of WHOA’s COVID-19 
modifications is available on its website 
at Wwww.wmascouting.org/WHOA. 


j | | 
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The Russell Public Library has a wide variety of selections for all ages to enjoy. 


Submitted photo 


New library offerings for February 


families during story time. 

“Noodlehead Nightmares” by 
Tedd Arnold is an adventure about the 
Noodlehead Brothers Mac and Mac. This 
graphic novel is colorful and humorous, 
plus it comes with an activity pack and 
an artist bag to make your own magic 
Story. 


Joy Salvini 


Broker Associate 


RE/MAX 


COMPASS 


Experience 


the JOY 
of Buying or 


¢ Woodland Management 
¢ Chapter 61 / Stewardship Plans 
¢ Careful Timber Harvesting 


e Always Buying Logs & Timber 


¢ Family Owned & Operated 


www.hullforest.com 
Station Road, Russell, MA 


Call today for a free consultation! 


(413) 862-3340 
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model. This would mean remote students 
in a full remote district would be able 
to play sports; one committee member 
argued remote students shouldn’t have 
their physical activity options cut back 
just because the school isn’t meeting in 
person, and asked that sports be allowed 
regardless of the remote model. 

“The motion was to allow students to 
participate in athletics even if the district 
was in a fully-remote learning model. 
As the school committee had previously 
only allowed participation if we were 
‘in-person’, this new motion was required 
if students were to play, even if they were 
members of a co-op team,’ Hopson said. 
“That motion failed, leaving the restric- 
tion of no athletics if we are in a fully-re- 
mote learning model.” 

Many attendees of the meeting want- 
ed to chime in on the discussion, includ- 
ing Student Representative Brian Forgue, 
who voiced his concerns of allowing 
remote students to interact in-person 
while the school district is shut down. 

Forgue said that allowing students 
to be in close quarters with each other 
while they’re not allowed at school would 
be putting more students at risk, and 
could cause a mass outbreak of the virus. 
Forgue said he and his family members 
had already been exposed to a close 
contact and that was troubling enough, 
and it’d be irresponsible to allow remote 
students to interact in physical activi- 
ties especially when the entire district is 


Journeyman Plumber 
Hiring IMMEDIATELY! 


Pay starts at $35/hour, more with 
experience, etc. MUST have CURRENT 


Office Manager or call 413-885-9096. 


3 Stadler Street, C-8 (behind ACE), Belchertown MA 


PBR 
Journeyman plumber license! Regular PLUMBING 
weekday hours, occasional emergency service calls. 

Call or Email your resume/letter of interest to: 
plumbingbyruth@gmail.com, Attn: Rae Meehan, 


remote. 

Several School Committee members 
had similar thoughts and concerns and 
expressed that they’d rather be in-person 
when allowing sports to continue. 

“Our Fall Two sports will take place 
as long as Gateway can be in a hybrid 
learning model. Fall sports will not take 
place in Fall Two because both soccer 
teams participated in nine out of 10 
games,’ Bonenfant said. “Boys Cross 
Country competed in four out of five 
races, and Girl’s Cross Country competed 
in three out of five race. None of those 
teams lost 50% of their seasons.” 

Additionally, the MIAA has moved 
the start of Spring sports to April 26 so 
there is no interference or crossover with 
Fall Two. 

The committee members agreed that 
the new fall season will benefit their stu- 
dent athletes and clarified the motion 
before accepting it. 

“IT don’t believe the motion was 
changed, but it was clarified that if the 
COVID-19 positivity rates were such that 
we would have been in school during 
vacation week, that athletes could con- 
tinue to participate in the current winter 
season,’ Hopson said. 

This won’t affect basketball play- 
ers as they will start when they return 
from break, though it allowed the co-op 
Hockey players to participate next week 
as numbers dropped below a 5% positiv- 
ity rate. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 

















OPEN EVERYDAY 


10am-/pm 


www.cannacornerbecket.com 
413-770-4bud (4283) 


3235 Main Street 
Becket, MA 01223 


B 
PUB 


INSURANCE 


Protecting you is our only business. 


Auto 
Home 
Business 


71 King Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 
413-586-1000 ¢ Fax: 413-585-0401 
www.whaleninsurance.com 


3235 Main Street, Becket MA 413*623*6026 


Open everyday 
11am-9pm 
www.routespub.com 
413-623-6026 


3235 Main Street 
Becket, MA 


Located in Canna Corner 
Dispensary Plaza 


American Cuisine 


and Thin Crust 
sourdough Pizza! 


Located in the Route 8 Pub 


and Becket Liquors Plaza 
Your neighborhood dispensary! 


FULL BAR 
EAT-IN TAKE-OUT 





® La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm:; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 
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Marijuana RFI reissued, Main Street interest 


By Peter Spotts 


WILLIAMSBURG — The 
Selectboard reissued the Request for 
Information for prospective marijuana 
businesses in town after receiving another 
inquiry for a potential retail establishment 
at 23 Main Street. 

The board had previously put out 
an RFI last fall after having multiple 
inquiries, but received no responses. 
Kot Kasom was at the board meeting on 
Thursday, Feb. 11 to express interest in 
pursuing a business and the need for an 
RFI to get the process moving. 

“We’re looking at a site location on 
23 Main Street. We’re negotiating a lease 
right now,’ Kasom said. “It’s a great driv- 
ing through point to Northampton and 
the surrounding towns. I’m hoping you 
guys would put out the RFI soon because 


it does take time to get through the pro- 
cess.” 

Kasom said if an RFI came out 
Feb. 11, which the board decided to 
approve, the earliest scenario to open 
doors wouldn’t be until 2022. The pro- 
spective location is the Worthington Air 
Automotive building. Nardi raised a 
concern about the close proximity to the 
Anne T. Dunphy School. 

“It would take five to six minutes 
to walk from the school,’ Nardi said. “I 
would look into that.” 

The RFI was issued on Feb. 11 and 
will be out for 60 days, ending on April 
12. For a full copy of the six-page docu- 
ment, visit burgy.org. 

Town elections will be moving back 
to the Town Offices. After being moved to 
the Anne T. Dunphy School to accommo- 
date the anticipated voter turnout increase 


for the presidential election in November, 
Clerk Brenda Lessard requested to have 
it moved back to its former home. The 
board approved the request. 

“That’s where they’re normal- 
ly held,” Nardi said. “The Board of 
Selectmen voted to move it to Anne T. 
Dunphy school because of the presiden- 
tial election and we thought there were 
going to be a lot of people and, with 
covid, we wanted to be as safe as possi- 
ble.” 

Nardi said Principal Stacey Jenkins 
had moved the school schedule to 
ensure students and staff had the day 
off and were out of the building for the 
November election, something which 
isn’t always possible. 

“We can’t be in that building when 
the kids are in there and this is our local 
election, which is a different size,’ Nardi 


said. “We did hold our local election here 
in May at the town offices... [Voters] 
came in through one door and exited 
another door. We’ll do that again, but the 
school is not an option. That’s the bottom 
line.” 

The delayed celebration of the 
town’s 250th anniversary will have to 
wait a little longer. Nardi said the com- 
mittee organizing the event has requested 
to have the celebration postponed until 
2022. While it was supposed to happen 
last summer, COVID-19 forced alter- 
ations to the plan. 

“They are discussing doing some- 
thing that would be safe for everyone,” 
Nardi said. “They’re working on that. 
They have another meeting scheduled to 
reveal all their work, things they want to 
keep going with, and what they can do 
this year to commemorate our 250th.” 


COVID-19 vaccinations available for senior residents 


WILLIAMSBURG — The State of 
Massachusetts is rolling out the COVID- 
19 vaccinations in three phases. Each 
phase has eligibility requirements with 
groups to be vaccinated in priority order. 
Currently the state is in Phase | and is 
vaccinating clinical and non-clinical 
healthcare workers, people in long-term 
care facilities, rest homes and assisted 
living facilities, emergency responders, 
congregate care settings and health care 
workers. 

Phase 2 is scheduled to begin some- 
time in February and will cover vaccina- 
tions for people with two or more health 
conditions that make them high risk for 
COVID-19 complications, adults 75 
years or older, residents and staff of pub- 
lic and private low income and affordable 
senior housing, educators, employees 
who work in retail, foodservice facilities, 
public works, and transportation, adults 






ae ell 
PAINT ¢ WALLPAPER * CROWN MOULDING a 
REMODELS * MAKEOVERS ¢ FURNITURE ¢ APPLIANCES 
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65 years or older, and individuals with 
one health condition that puts them at 


APRIL 2021 
A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO 





WHATEVER YOUR SPECIALTY, YOUR AD WILL 
REACH ALMOST 100,000 HOUSEHOLDS 


high risk. 
Phase 3 covers the general public — 





those not covered in phase | or 2 — and 
is scheduled to begin in April. 

At this time, the town is working 
with state approved regional vaccination 
sites. As vaccination enters Phase 2 and 
Phase 3, town officials will communicate 
with residents eligible under that phase 
about how best to sign up to get vaccinat- 
ed. Residents should not sign-up until the 
state is in the phase under which they are 
eligible. Residents will be turned away 
even if they sign up. 

Please beware of scam emails, links, 
and websites regarding vaccinations. For 
mor information, visit www.mass.gov/ 
info-details/when-can-1-get-the-covid-19- 
vaccine. 

In the meantime, please take care, 
wear a mask, and maintain social dis- 
tance. Questions may be directed to 
Board of Health Chair Donna Gibson at 
413-268-7421. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 





GATEWAY REGIONAL 
FY22 SCHOOL BUDGET 
PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with 
Chapter 71 Section 38N of 
the Massachusetts General 
Law the public hearing for 
the 2021-2022 Gateway 
Regional School District 
budget will be held on 
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 
at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

https://us0O4web.zoom. 
us/j/77361840587 ?p- 
wd=U0VKN2dMZ1kzL3Ux- 
cZzB6RGEyeXFUZZO9, 
Meeting 

ID: 773 6184 0587, 

Passcode: 29s6L6 

Reference: Massachusetts 
Newspapers Publishers 
Association website: 
masspublicnotices.org 
02/18/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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PELLET STOVES © FIREPLACES © REPAIRS | 
MAINTENANCE ¢ CURTAINS ¢ BLINDS ° *; > 
UPHOLSTERY © CARPET * HARDWOOD FLOORS — 
TILINGe LAMINATE © DECKS « PATIOS * GARDENS 
SPAS ¢ LIGHTING ¢ TREES ¢ FLOWERS e BUSHES J 
ACCENT PLANTS ¢ SEASONAL DECOR ¢ GRILLS 
FIREPITS * OUTDOOR SPACES ¢ FURNITURE 
HANDYMAN e¢ MAID SERVICES ¢ CARPENTERS . + 
INSECT CONTROL ¢ EFFICIENCY EXPERTS . 
ORGANIZERS ¢ QUICK FIXES 
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Call Today To Advertise In The Spring Home Supplement 


413.283.8393 
ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS MARCH 17 





News, photo publication policy 


As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. 
While we try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever 
space allows, space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. 
Our policy is to limit publication of upcoming events to one article in 
advance of the event and, space permitting, a second brief reminder article 
the week prior to an event, and to run those articles in only one section of the 
paper, and not in multiple sections simultaneously. 

All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space 
limitations and deadlines, therefore publication cannot be guaranteed. 
Whenever copy for the week exceeds allotted space, news copy will take 
priority, and public service copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve 
the right to edit for style and space, and are under no obligation to print lists 
of sponsorships, or articles that arrive after deadline, unless time and space 
allows. 

Deadline is Monday at NOON, on holidays it is Friday at 2 p.m. 
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Elizabeth C. Pelletier, 47 


Elizabeth Pelletier, 47, of Gilbertville, 
unexpectedly passed away on Feb. 7, 2021. 
She was born in Northampton, and grew 
up in Palmer, where she attended Palmer 


Schools, graduating in 1992. 


She was a waitress at several area restau- 
rants for many years, most recently, The 
Whistle Stop and Statz, and made a num- 
ber of friends among her regular custom- 
ers. Elizabeth joined the Catholic Church 
in 1995. Most recently she worshiped at St. 
Augustine Mission in Gilbertville. Liz is survived by 
her sons Grant and Mason Pelletier-Biggs of Gilbertville 
and Cameron Pelletier of Palmer; Phillip Biggs of 
Gilbertville; her parents Edward Pelletier and his wife 
Helen of Worthington and Deborah Pelletier of Palmer; 
her sisters Susannah Pelletier of Reno, NV, and Misty 
Bernier of Chicago, IL; her grandfather Eugene Bernier 
of Silver City, NM; her cousin Crystal Burnham of AZ; 
Jim and Dawn Farquhar of East Longmeadow; Jackie 
Biggs of Ware, several other cousins, and many friends. 

Her sons’ interests were her greatest interest. She 
supported Mason’s interest in the performing arts, mak- 
ing sure he had dance and guitar lessons, and that he 


By Kathleen Bort 


OTIS — On March 13, 2020, the 
library closed because there was an 
emerging virus. A year later with over 
475,000 deaths nationally, and approx- 
imately 27,127,858 total cases in over 
57 National jurisdictions, with at least 
two vaccines, possibly three, serving the 
population I am working toward reopen- 
ing this spring. I know it will not be 
normal, so I am finding creative and pro- 
ductive ways to address your needs and 
desires. The CDC released this week, 
Feb. 15, 2021, the five mitigations for 
opening classrooms. I look at the Otis 
Library & Museum as the classroom for 
the Otis community. When the numbers 
are down, and Otis is either yellow or 
green, and the mitigations — mandatory 
facemasks, physical distancing, washing 
hands, cleaning facilities, and improving 
ventilation, and contact tracing, isolation 
—and quarantine are in place we will be 
excited to open the library. We are getting 
ready. 





sympathy. 


was able to perform in plays at the Barre 
Players Theater. She encouraged his suc- 
cessful effort to go to the Pioneer Valley 
Performing Arts School. Grant’s greatest 
interests are the Boy Scouts, agricultural 
mechanics, and machine operations. He 
attends Smith Vocational Agricultural High 
School. Liz supported his vocational edu- 
cation, activities, projects, camping trips, 
and his trip to Philmont Scout Ranch in 
New Mexico. She frequently traveled with 
Grant and Mason to visit relatives in Arizona and New 
Mexico. Liz loved animals of all kinds, and at present 
had three dogs and four cats. She also enjoyed growing 
flowers. Trips to Rhode Island beaches with the boys 
were frequent in the summer. 

No services are currently planned. Varnum Funeral 
Home, Inc., 43 East Main Street in West Brookfield is 
assisting her family with arrangements. An online guest- 
book is available at varnumfuneralhome.com. 

To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in 
memory of Elizabeth C. Pelletier, please visit www. 
varnumfuneralhome.com/obituary/Elizabeth-Pelletier/ 





DEATH NOTICE 


PELLETIER, ELIZABETH C. 





Died Feb. 7, 2021 
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OTIS 
Library doors nearly open after year of closure 


Throughout this year we have added 
over 200 new books, and audiobooks, 
more than 50 magazines have been 
shelved and there are over 100 DVDs 
for viewing. We will publish and post the 
complete list of items added since March 
2020. This list will be available on the 
town website and it will be available upon 
request by contacting 413-269-0109 or 
kbort @otislibraryma.org, or you can 
access this by browsing the Otis catalog 
at catalog @cwmars.org. Soon you will 
be able to come in and see these items on 
display; until then simply request them 
and we will get them to you curbside. 
Curbside pickup is available Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to noon. 

We have learned to reach out differ- 
ently using zoom sessions, emails, phone 
conversations, and the town website. We 
will open with appointments to control 
the social distancing. Seeing your faces 
(with masks) and having personal con- 
versations will be refreshing. We look 
forward to hearing your stories. 

We are fortunate to have trustees 


Resources now available for 
nazard mitigation process 


OTIS — The town is working to 
develop a Hazard Mitigation Plan and 
needs the help of residents to make it 
happen. 

The defined mission for the Town of 
Otis Vulnerability and Hazard Mitigation 
Plan is “to identify risks both manmade 
and natural to develop strategies to elim- 
inate or reduce the potential for loss of 
life, property, infrastructure, cultural, 
environmental & natural resources of the 
Town from disasters and to develop sus- 
tainable cost-effective actions to mitigate 
those risks and the impacts of natural or 
manmade hazards.” 

Mitigation goals and objective 
include identifying the vulnerabilities 


and risks throughout the town; develop- 
ing sustainable and cost effective risk-re- 
duction projects; protect the lives, health, 
safety and property of town residents; ; 
protect public services and critical facil- 
ities; involve the community to enhance 
the local capacity to mitigate, prepare 
for and respond to the impacts of natural 
hazards; Develop, promote and integrate 
mitigation action plans; and promote 
public understanding of and support for 
hazard mitigation. 

For more information, visit town- 
ofotisma.com, wWww.mass.gov/munici- 
pal-vulnerability-preparedness-mvp-pro- 
gram, or Www.mass.gov/service-details/ 
local-hazard-mitigation-planning. 


MIDDLEFIELD 





MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the Senior Center, 
169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, each 
Wednesday at noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 


message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 
before. Pick-up and delivery are avail- 
able. The menu on Wednesday, Feb. 24, 
is orange glazed chicken, steamed broc- 
coli, penne noodles, oatmeal bread, and 
fresh fruit. 


that addressed our needs for proper air 
circulation and purification and for fol- 
lowing all safety precautions for the staff, 
patrons, and other visitors. Through their 
unanimous endorsement, three Industrial 
UV 614 Air Purifiers from AIRPURA 
and one Air Doctor machine have been 
installed in the building. This investment 
will allow us to open the library soon. 

Our bimonthly story walks hosted 
by our trustees Donna Rich and Susan 
Ebitz and South Berkshire Kids worker 
Anina Carr have provided outdoor family 
activities that encourage literacy, mindful- 
ness, and wellness. We acknowledge the 
importance of activities in outdoor spaces 
and we will continue these activities, and 
we look forward to adding more. 

We received a grant from the 
American Library Association for the 
design and implementation of commu- 
nication sessions to develop an aware- 
ness and appreciation of Diversity. 
Our connections with the new town 
group Diverse Otis, the Otis Historic 
Commission, and the Otis Cultural 
Council will provide more events and 





OTIS — The Farmington River 
Trail welcomes its newest story walk 
featuring “Amazing Grace” by Mary 
Hoffman, which will be on display for 
the enjoyment of all through Tuesday, 
March 2. The walk is located in back 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


activities for all ages. 

We are renewing our museum passes 
so you can venture out through the area. 
We want to know what you would like to 
see, what you want to learn, and what you 
want to do. Also, it is time to look ahead 
and plan for the summer. Most of all we 
want to start sharing our library with you 
in person. 

It has been a time of reflection, 
examination, and creative planning. We 
are planning to add learning experiences 
and workshops. We have learned much, 
and we realize we have so much more to 
learn. Remote learning, virtual sessions, 
and sharing sessions have become today’s 
communication vehicles. We will share 
these technologies as we move forward. 

Until our dreams to reopen the Otis 
Library come true please continue to be 
safe. Wear a facemask even if you have 
been vaccinated, wash your hands fre- 
quently, keep your social distance, stay in 
your social pods. | Remember vaccina- 
tion is not a get out of jail free card. 

Kathleen Bort is the director of the 
Otis Free Public Library. 


storywalk up through March 2 


of St. Mary’s of the Lake at 48 N. Main 
St. The next live story walk event will 
be on Saturday, March 13. For the latest 
on storywalks and library updates, visit 
townofotisma.com/category/library- 
news/. 


CUMMINGTON 








Library adds limited in-person browsing 


CUMMINGTON — In addition 
to the curbside pickup information 
below, the Bryant Free Library will 
now be open Saturday mornings, by 
appointment and space permitting. 

No more than two patrons will 
be allowed inside at a time. The 
Bryant Free Library will be open 
Saturday mornings from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. with curbside delivery of 
books, magazines, DVDs, and more. 
Curbside items can be ordered by 
calling Librarian Mark DeMaranville 


at 413-634-5400 and leaving a mes- 
sage. 

A mask is required when pick- 
ing up with one transaction at a time. 
Books will be bagged with names and 
a return date and will be left out for 
a designated pick up or a patron may 
call the library at 413-634-0109 on 
arrival. Returns can be left in the drop 
box. The librarian will wear a mask 
for all interactions with patrons and 
will use recommended safety precau- 
tions when packaging books. 
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BECKET 





Caucus nominations due by Tuesday, March 16 


BECKET — The Annual Town 
Caucus will be held at Becket Town Hall 
on Tuesday, April 6, from noon to 7 p.m. 
to cast ballots for the nomination of can- 
didates. 

The following offices need to 
be filled at the Annual Town Election 
on May 19, 2021: member, Board of 
Selectmen, three-year term; mem- 
ber, Board of Health, three-year term; 
Cemetery Commissioner, three-year 
term, two members, Finance Committee, 
three-year terms; member, Planning 
Board, three-year term; two constables, 


HEARING 


why they’re pursuing this project. With 
several potential proposals before them, 
including a solar farm abutting Skyline 
Ridge and larger marijuana opera- 
tions, they feel the proposal from Brian 
Vincent and Michael Goodenough is the 
best fit for everyone involved. 

“T’ve been here for 58 years. I love 
it. My father gave me this piece of land 
and this house, that was no longer being 
a farm, for me to have and for my sister 
to have...This was our inheritance, this 
land,’ Adrienne Metcalf said. ““This is an 
incredible opportunity with Michael and 
Brian. They’re going to be tucked away 
on a relatively small piece of land behind 
the hill and behind Skyline Ridge. No 
threat.” 

Resident Arthur Telegen said he 
was concerned about the portrayal of 
this project being accepted because it’s 
a lesser evil than other potential proj- 
ects. He also asked the Planning Board if 
there can be a contingency in the permit, 
if the board votes in favor of it, to not 
allow the Metcalfs to add anything else 
to the property beyond this facility. 

“Tf I have my choice, I’m not going 
to have a marijuana manufacturing facil- 
ity down the road,” Telegen said. “What 
bothers me more about tonight’s meeting 
though is the suggestion that you should 
approve this because the alternatives are 
worse. There’s nothing that I’ve heard 
that would prevent those things from 
occurring anyway... I would rather have 
the board disapprove, but if they’re going 
to approve, then it should be approved 
with conditions on that land.” 

Planning Board Chair Robert 


three-year terms. 

Any candidate requesting that his 
or her name appear on the ballot for the 
Annual Town Caucus must file a Caucus 
Nomination Paper with the Town Clerk 
by 5 p.m. on March 16. No signatures 
are required and the two persons receiv- 
ing the highest number of votes cast at 
the Caucus shall be declared nominat- 
ed for such office and their names will 
appear on the Annual Town Election bal- 
lot. Please note that if a person receives 
less than 8% of the votes of those voting 
for candidates for such office at a Caucus, 


Ronzio said the project itself can have 
conditions put on it, but if the Metcalfs 
wanted to farm hemp on their land, 
which is 97 acres, it’s within their right 
as it’s in an agricultural zone. The town 
does not differentiate between residen- 
tial and commercial or industrial for 
businesses. The board has discussed 
looking into changing this, if it’s some- 
thing residents would want to do, but 
the time-consuming process would take 
place after the current proposal has been 
voted on and would not impact this issue. 

While the concerns of residents 
around the potential odor impact on the 
surrounding community and noise from 
the facility were echoed by many resi- 
dents, Goodenough did not take kindly 
to letters he said he has received from 
residents calling into question the integ- 
rity of his staff, which includes former 
police officers, teachers, first responders 
and nurses. 

“We are not a dispensary. There is 
no increased foot traffic. We are a small 
business. We will not stand to be dis- 
criminated against. We have a right to 
have a business,” he said. “Don’t ques- 
tion my team. We give everything we 
possibly can and will continue to. We are 
a great neighbor to have and we want to 
be a great neighbor to you.” 

Resident Laurie Friedman raised her 
concerns about two of Goodenough’s 
facilities, located in Eastburg and 
Pomfret, Conn., potentially owing over 
$9,000 in back taxes each. 

“The only positive thing I can see 
this owner will bring to Becket is to pay 
revenue, to pay taxes, and it looks like 


they shall not be declared nominated. 

If someone plans to run for office in 
2021, but choose to forego the Caucus, 
they must obtain nomination papers 
from the Town Clerk’s office by 5 p.m. 
on March 24. At least 20 signatures of 
registered voters in the Town of Becket 
are required and the last day and hour 
to submit nomination papers to the 
Registrars of Voters for certification is 5 
p.m. on April 9, in order for the name to 
appear on the ballot for the Annual Town 
Election. 

The Town of Becket Annual Town 


the taxes haven’t been paid at your other 
facilities,’ she said. 

Ronzio said the board will take the 
data under consideration and he read the 
same data Friedman did, but cautioned it 
could be erroneous, and the board hasn’t 
verified its authenticity yet. 

Goodenough said the current com- 
pany loans are held by Farm Credit East, 
which keeps money in escrow to pay the 
taxes. One of the properties is also still 
in a pending land grab debate and won’t 
have its taxes activated until its resolved. 

“End of story we pay our state 
and federal taxes. Always have and 
our employees too,’ Goodenough said. 
“Those taxes are held in escrow right 
now within our current loan.” 

Resident Harold Ware asked the 
board to consult a local expert to do 
an environmental impact statement on 
how the facility may impact the water 
table. He also encouraged the board to 
get Tetrahydra Agtek to put in writing 
the penalties they would receive for 
not following regulations. Vincent said 
the penalties are already in place from 
the Cannabis Control Commission at 
the state level. He provided an exam- 
ple of one company already being fined 
$250,000 for using the wrong pesticide. 

“That’s what we are bound to fol- 
low,” Vincent said. “They are very thor- 
ough on how they do their investigations 
and their reports.” 

In regard to odor, Vincent again 
stressed the points he made at the hear- 
ing last month about using evergreen 
trees as wind buffers to mitigate the 
smell. He said studies have determined 


Meeting is currently scheduled for May 
8 and the Annual Town Election is cur- 
rently scheduled for May 15. The dates 
for Caucus, Town Meeting, and Town 
Election are subject to change due to the 
current Covid-19 pandemic. 

All candidates must be registered 
voters in the Town of Becket. 

For further information, please con- 
tact Town Clerk George Roberts at 413- 
623-8934 ext. 111. Voter registration 
forms are available at Becket Town Hall, 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 
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1,000 feet is the range necessary to break 
up any odors that may drift from the out- 
door field. 

“It [the wind break] dissipates the 
air before it gets off the property. I’ve 
seen it be very successful. The ever- 
greens absorb a lot of the smell and 
it dissipates a lot of the odor coming 
off the marijuana plant,” he said. “The 
United States Department of Agriculture 
and Farm Service Agency have been 
doing studies and that is the reason they 
defined 1,000 feet as the border for 
hemp and wind break for if situations 
arise.” 

When asked about their operations 
in Connecticut, Goodenough said he has 
20 farmers they helped go to market this 
past year and “not a single one” had a 
complaint or a complaint from other res- 
idents near the farms about the smell. 

Board member Ann Krawet 
expressed a number of concerns as 
well. In addition to voicing concerns 
residents had made, she also questioned 
the need for a traffic study to determine 
the impact before voting. Goodenough 
pointed out a traffic study for the busi- 
nesses’ impact won’t have meaning 
without a baseline study to compare it to. 

“T take your point,” Krawet said. 
“We should do our own traffic study 
before approving the application.” 

She added later, ““The neighborhood 
character is residential and that’s a big 
concern of all the residents who have 
their homes [near there]. I’m not totally 
satisfied at this point.” 

The hearing will continue the dis- 
cussion on March 10 at 7 p.m. 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY 


PROPANE GAS 
PLUMBING e HEATING 
(413) 268-8360 
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053 


Family Owned & Operated 
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), RO. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032 
www.georgepropane.com 


MP4 
YSTEMS 


Water 


Water Pumps * Sewer Pumps 
iF) Cat Oxo varelitrelarzies 


Donald Washburn 
862-3301 


46 Pitcher Street 
Montgomery, MA 01085 


FEED « PET SUPPLIES » CLOTHING *» COAL 
WOOD PELLETS » WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED 

POOL SUPPLIES + MOTOR OILS » FENCING 

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES * FERTILIZER 


GATEWAY FARM & PET 


PoulinGrain® ®peawiN 
59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050 
1-413-667-2279 Sit. gamaon 


Sat. 8am-4pm 
TARA GRENIER e PAUL GRENIER 


WHITING 
ENERGY FUELS 
Heating Oil & Diesel 
whitingenergy.com 


300A KING ST., NORTHAMPTON 
584-3500 


11 CLEVELAND RD., DALTON 
1-800-722-0014 


Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc. 


Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service 


Water 
Testing 


sie System HENS AW 


System 
Evaluations 


Hydrofracture 


epairs to Increase Flow 


800-232-4725 ¢ Fax 413-296-4565 
Charles R. Henshaw 
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725 


Paul’s 
Plumbing & Heating 


238-0303 


PAUL GRAHAM 
Mass. License 23299 


DOWN To EARTH 
=> Ce W Ga Corr 


Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work, 
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured. 


413+667+5269 


Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass. 


\ Carol Labonte 


Paul Labonte 


Time to 
Ol s CLEAN UP 


var 
vy & re » S » 
F « CUMCES 
Established in 1982 ¢ House Cleaning Plus 


Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaned 
Wood Floors, Waxed & Buffed 
No Wax Floors, Stripped & Refinished 
Hauling Trash e Appliance Removal ¢ Pressure Washing 
Gutters Cleaned Out ¢ Cleaning Out Cellars & Attics 
P.O. Box 244 Phone: (413) 238-5966 
Worthington, MA 01098 Fax: (413) 238-0459 


ARCHITECT 
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN 


77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050 
Tel. 413w-667-5230 
fax. 413-667-3082 
Email: jspsed @ verizon.net 


new construction, renovation, 
historic preservation 


Dale’s Structural 
& Carpentry 


Home Improvement ¢ Additions ¢ Restorations * Remodeling 


Timber Frame Homes Kitchen & Baths 
Residential Drywall ¢ Paint ¢ Trim Work 
Seasonal Homes & Camps Windows ¢ Doors 

Garage Repairs Decks & Stairs 

Carriage & Colonial Barns _Interior & Exterior Finishes 


Structural Repairs - Wood - Masonry 
Sagging Floors * Beams ° Sill Timbers * Columns ¢ Termite Damage 
Foundation Repairs ¢ Piers & Footings * Chimney Rebuilds 


413-667-3149 
° Installations 


Gi Adj Lf) ¢ Oil Tanks 


Ov sips SYS AVS 
Huntington, Massachusetts 
Office 413.667.0245 
Cell 413.530.7037 


jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com 


e Tune Ups 


Contact 
John Baskin 
to advertise at 
413-695-4901 
or email: 
jbaskin@turley.com 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 


) © Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 
service & Automatic Delivery Available 
e New System Installations - 
Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 
Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 
413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 


3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 
Air Conditioning Service 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1704 bavi Fasser rtedagmendger 


Fueling Generations Since 1966 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Big tech firm 

4. Picked 

10. Type of whale 

11.A woman of 
refinement 

12. New England 
State 

14. Common 
gibbon 

15. Tall coniferous 
tree 

16. State capital 

18. Making a liquid 
muddy 

22. Vinegary 

23. Peninsula 

24. Thee 

26. Atomic #55 

2/. Used in units of 
measurement 

28. Welsh female 
name 

30. Arab ruler title 

31. One’s mother 
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00 


a 
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34. Trap 


36. Soviet Socialist 


Republic 

37. Assn. of oil- 
producing 
countries 

39. Holy fire 

40. Emit coherent 
radiation 

41. Atomic #81 

42. Orthodox 
Jewish college 

48. Herbs 

50. Ran after 

91. Begin again 

52. Named 

53. Barbary sheep 

54. Unwell 

55. Postscript 

56. Drivers 

58. One point east 
(clockwise) of 
due north 

59. Prim 

60. A facility 
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equipped 
for sports or 
physical training 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Small islands 

2. okullcap 

3. Unexplained 
events 

4. One hundredth 
of a meter 

5. Beloved baseball 
announcer 

6. Repulsive 

7. Northern 
European 
languages 

8. Match or 
surpass 

9. Northeast 

12. Chew the fat 

13. Innovative 
industry 

17. Land to put 
down to grass 
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19. Products 

20. Nostril 

21. Surprise 
Icelandic 
politician 

25. Conclusive acts 

29. Inform on 

31. Grinding tooth 

32. Keep up 

33. Tablelands 

35. Raising 

38. Mythical 
creature 

41. Hums 

43. Mountain in 
Antarctica 

44, Neighborhood 
in Manhattan 

45. Distinctive 
practice 

46. Vice president 

47. Contributes to 

49. Small bones 

56. Oil company 

57. Empire State 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, you are feeling 
ambitious this week, so 
it might be time to try 
a new hobby or other 
interest. Write down 
your goals and see if 
any align with potential 
hobbies. 


and express your appre- 
ciation when applicable. 


CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, clear your so- 
cial schedule in favor 
of some quiet time at 
home. Such a respite 
can provide a great op- 
portunity to reflect and 
make a new plan. 


sibility that hopes and 
dreams can come true. 


LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

Even though the _ holi- 
days are over you may 
still want to continue the 
celebration, Libra. Find 
a way to socialize with 
friends or family in a re- 
sponsible manner. 


ahead. 


CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, even if you 
don’t say much, there 
is a lot of chatter going 
on in your head. Take 
some time to find a 
quiet place and medi- 
tate for a while. 


LEO SCORPIO AQUARIUS 

a TAURUS Jul 23/Aug 23 Oct 24/Nov 22 Jan 21/Feb 18 
an Apr 21/May 21 Leo, you have a goal to Scorpio, you may be Sometimes you just 
Some nice surprises meet someone new and finished with the busi- have to take a risk 
a are likely to come your  there’s a good chance’ ness that made last without vetting all 
way, especially in your you will discover that month hectic. Now you’ of the possible out- 
43 private life. Enjoy every person in the days to arereadytostartanew comes, Aquarius. 
moment as it unfolds come. Accept the pos-  chapter.Acalmperiodis If it feels like it’s a 


good time to make a 
change, embrace the 


SAGITTARIUS opportunity. 
GEMINI VIRGO Nov 23/Dec 21 
May 22/Jun 21 Aug 24/Sept 22 Sagittarius, a potential- PISCES 


Gemini, you are likely 
to upstage everyone 
else this week because 
people simply cannot 
get enough of your 
magnetic personality. If 
you grow weary of the 
limelight, take a break. 


Virgo, friends often end 
up filling familial roles. 
Even though a person 
may not be related by 
blood, certain friends 
can be relied upon 
through thick and thin. 


ly lucrative opportunity 
may present itself in the 
days to come. Consider 
all of your options and 
give equal though to all 
of them. 


Feb 19/Mar 20 

This week is the ideal 
Opportunity to show 
strength and exhibit 
your organizational 
skills, Pisces. Don’t be 
afraid to think big. 
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Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 
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Here’s How It Works: 

sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 
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WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


=o bosib wc |] WHOLESALE RETAIL 
BOUEST * Complete Auto Machine Shop Service %* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 


Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 


* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses Psd Hier 
malie Oil, 


Call “DALE” 68-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD i 
Bailing Twine 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 a Batis 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 
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WESTHAMPTON 





Information and resources for COVID-19 vaccinations 


WESTHAMPTON — Information 
on COVID-19 vaccinations from the 
Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health and Hampshire Public Health 
Preparedness Coalition is provided by the 
Westhampton Board of Health. 

The town has several links on the 
town website, westhampton-ma.us, to 
help residents make an appointment for a 
vaccine, if eligible. 

Phase 2 started on Feb. 1. The first 


COMPLEX 


the time spent in the STM for every- 
one’s safety. The project carries an 
estimated cost of $4.3 million, which 
includes the demolition of the current 
Fire Station at 48 Stage Road. 

“The point of this meeting is to give 
people all the information and let them 
ask questions, so they know about the 
specifics before the special town meet- 
ing,” Assistant Fire Chief Steve Holt 
said. “I’m encouraging people to look 
at these plans and just call for me if they 
have a question. I’Il answer it and make 
sure they understand what we’re trying 
to do here.” 

Holt is a member 


priority group of the phase are people 75 
and over. For more information on phases, 
visit Www.mass.gov/info-details/when- 
can-1-get-the-covid-19-vaccine. 

Residents can get vaccinated at the 
Northampton Senior Center. They may 
also choose to go to the UMass Campus 
Center. A map is available at www. 
mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccina- 
tion-locations-for-individuals-in-eligi- 
ble-groups-and-phases. 


meeting to reduce the amount of time 
people need to spend outside. There 
have been postcards sent out to residents 
recently, listing the dates and types of 
informational meetings; next they will 
send out informational flyers. 

Dowling has shown the areas that 
this year’s budget will go to according 
to past and projected budgets, showing 
that the town can afford this project this 
year. Dowling added the town has saved 
up money in accounts for this project, 
it’s been on the Capitol Plan for at least 
eight years, and the costs for the project 
are lower than ever this year. 

“We have done 





of the Safety Complex 
Building Committee 
and has been work- 
ing on this project for 
at least three years, 
including when the 
town approved the 
vote at Annual Town 
Meeting, but failed 
to win the ballot vote 
years ago. The plans 
of the building have 
changed since the last 
time residents need- 
ed to vote on it, and 
there’s information 
available on the plans 
and an informational 
video on the town web- 


“The point of this 
meeting Is to give 
people all the 
information and let 
them ask questions, 
so they know about 
the specifics 
before the special 
town meeting,” 


— Assistant Fire Chief 
Steve Holt 


everything we think 
we need too to do this. 
We planned for this, 
saved for this, had 
audits done for this, 
we're ready,’ Dowling 
said. “I wouldn’t 
believe it if I didn’t 
know the information, 
but we can do this. We 
did a lot to be able to 
afford this.” 

The new building 
gives garage space 
to the fire depart- 
ment for their current 
fire engines, as well 
as enough space for 
additional engines that 





site. 

Selectboard Chair Philip Dowling 
and Holt made the video to explain the 
necessity of the new building as well 
as highlight the important aspects of 
what the new building will contain. A 
combination of the video, Zoom infor- 
mation meetings, and in-person meet- 
ings ensures residents have multiple 
opportunities to learn about the project 
before voting. While Holt and Dowling 
expect people to ask some questions at 
the STM, they want people to do their 
research and learn about the project 
beforehand. The meeting will be held 
outside in the High School Parking lot; 
there will be chairs for those who want 
to sit by the speaker system and look at 
information while at the meeting, and 
room for cars to park and listen that 
way. 
Holt said that the speaker sys- 
tem will be turned up loud to project 
across the parking lot to those in their 
cars, and there will be two independent 
microphones for residents to comment. 
There will be foam guards on the micro- 
phones, with an attendee to switch the 
foam guards after each speaker. They 
are complying with safety precautions 
for COVID-19 and are hoping that peo- 
ple with be knowledgeable before the 


could be needed in the 
future. There is also a completely sepa- 
rate Police garage, this allows the police 
to work in their own area and ensures 
that evidence will be propel stored away 
from the Fire Department. The Police 
garage can fit two cruisers and connects 
to the Police office space in the front 
portion of the building. There is also 
a separate Fire Department office and 
locker space, as well as a mutual space 
in the middle for stairs and restrooms. 

The garage for the Fire Department 
has to be taller due to the size of the 
trucks; because the building needed to 
be taller at one area already, it was pro- 
posed to raise the entirety of the build- 
ing to add a second floor above the 
offices. This second floor includes a 
mechanical room, water room, electri- 
cal room, and IT Office, and a future 
elevator area. The rest of the upper floor 
is empty, to allow room for future offic- 
es that could be needed. These offices 
could be for the building inspector or 
other positions that don’t have a sepa- 
rate or safe office area currently. 

Holt said he’s excited for the STM 
and he thinks that people will accept the 
work of the new building, especially if 
they view information ahead of time. He 
and Dowling agreed the new building 


We Have News 
For You 


To book an appointment in 
Northampton, visit www.northamptonma. 
gov/2219/COVID-19-Vaccination-Clinics. 

To book an appointment at 
UMass, visit www.umass.edu/corona- 
virus/vaccine. 

For those who do not have com- 
puter capability or need help with 
booking an appointment, a call con- 
nection can be arranged through the 
Highland Valley Elder Services in 


Florence. Call 413-585-2000. 

When booking an appointment, 
a Vaccination Attestation form must be 
filled out. This form may be at the clin- 
ic or site, over the phone, or online at 
www.mass.gov/forms/covid-19-massa- 
chusetts-vaccination-attestation-form. A 
driver’s license is not required. 

Please keep in mind that vaccine is in 
short supply and it may take a long time 
to book an appointment. 


from page I 





A diagram presented at the meeting outlines the different rooms and features the new 
Public Safety Complex will have for the Fire and Police Departments. Photos by Shelby Macri 
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A diagram breaking down the schematics of the town’s new Public Safety Complex, which 
will be located at the current fire Department home on 48 Stage Road. 


is the town’s only option as the cur- 
rent building isn’t up to code in many 
areas including office spaces and the 
Fire Department garage. It’ll cost more 
to try to renovate and bring the building 
up to code rather than just demolishing 
the current building and making a brand 
new on. 

The first floor 1s around 10,530 
square feet. Everything that’s needed is 
provided in this new building. The new 
building has room in its plans to grow 
in the future, rather than adding on parts 
later on like they had done with the cur- 
rent building. 


There will be additional infor- 
mational meetings; in person at the 
Town Hall on Tuesday, Feb. 23, and 
Thursday, Feb. 25, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
There will also be Zoom meetings on 
Saturday, Feb. 20 at 10 a.m., then again 
on Monday, Feb. 22, and Wednesday, 
Feb. 24, at 7 p.m. The meeting [ID and 
password information is on the town 
website, westhampton-ma.com as is a 
video on the new building. There will 
be a STM on Saturday, Feb. 27, at 1 
p.m. at the Hampshire Regional High 
School Parking lot and the ballot vote, if 
it passes, will be on March 13. 


24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-283-8393 





Turley 


Publications, Inc. 


www.turley.com 


From local events to regional developments, we have the news you want 
in print and online anytime, plus a whole lot more... 


Don’t miss out on free local activities, concerts, entertainment, restaurant specials, 
school events, sports recaps, new business openings, community meetings and more. 





Country Journal ¢ Thursday, February 18, 2021 





12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


page 15 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 


+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWW.newspapers.turley.com 


MAXIMUM’ EFFICIENCY. EX- 
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 


FURNACE. Call today 413-296- 
4320. 
MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


oe ee 


21 Base Price 
$10.00 


Base Price 23 


Base Price 

a : a 
Base Price] 24 Base Price 

$11.00 $11.50 


DEADLINES: HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 11,900 


22 

Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 

' ~ ; ~ : ~ 
30 


Name: 


$1 050 1, 
$1 280 13. 





Address: 


Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price Includes 





additional words 
Add a second ZONE 





Town: 





Number of Weeks: 


State: Zip: 


$10.00 
Add a third ZONE 








Credit Card: 
Card #: 


1 MasterCard 


VISA 


L} Discover LI Cash 


Exp. Date 





Amount of charge: 


X per week rate = $ 


Run my ad in the 
$5.00 
Subtotal 





1 Check# 


CVV TOTAL Enclosed 


following ZONE(s): 
x Number of Weeks 





Date: 











OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


2021 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 





AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 





Federal & All States 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 








588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kifchentabletaxes.com 


IRS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
s Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 
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Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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Trees along Gore Road also feel the effects of a full ice coat. Photos by Mary Kronholm No clothes on the line, but it was a nice day for icicles to form. 
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Tree branches in Blandford crystallize under a coating of 
ice during winter weather on Tuesday, Feb. 16. 





Buy 2 weeks! 
Get 3rd week 
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FEATURING LOCAL COUPLES 
Engagement & Wedding Announcements 
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Pbeavune: FEBRUARY 24 Sentinel 
¥ The Register 
7 Published the weeks of The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
; March 3 - March 19, 2021 Chicopee Register 
; in 12 of our popular The Journal Register 
* community newspapers Ware River News 
| Take advantage of this special Barre Gazette... 
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APRIL 2021 
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